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Dear friends, dear members of the World Choir Council,  
dear colleagues, 

welcome to the first Online General Meeting of the World Choir Council!

Due to the current Covid19 pandemic and its worldwide effects, the World 
Choir Games 2020 and therefore also our planned Council meeting in 
Flanders had to be postponed by one year. But now, with the Virtual Choir 
Games in July, we are celebrating virtually together with the world and I 
am very pleased that the idea of an online conference has met with such 
great approval and interest.

The last weeks and months have demanded a lot from mankind and the 
choral world, but we look to the future with confidence. In some countries 
the choral scene is slowly awakening again and in small steps choral 
work is being resumed, albeit with restrictions. 

It is now a great challenge for all of us to cope with the new circumstances 
and to make the choral experience tangible again. In this special situation, 
it is all the more valuable to have such experienced colleagues like you 
around for an exchange of ideas and a joint perspective for the future.

For 20 years now, since the premiere of the World Choir Games in 
Linz, Austria, in the year 2000, the World Choir Council has supported 
INTERKULTUR‘s work of bringing people together and has contributed 
significantly to the development and success of this Olympic Games of 
Choral Music. True to the motto „Singing together brings nations together“, 
our partnership has already achieved a lot and is more important than ever 
in these current difficult times. On behalf of the INTERKULTUR Presidium 
and the whole team, I would like to express my sincere thanks to all of you 
for your long-standing support!

Even if a digital meeting is no substitute for personal conversation and 
direct interaction, it is still an important step for new impulses. I am very 
much looking forward to welcoming you all personally again next year at 
the regular World Choir Council Meeting in Flanders!

I wish you, dear friends, dear colleagues, all the best and especially good 
health! Please allow me to extend my best wishes to your families and 
fellow citizens in your home country through you.

See you next summer in Flanders!

Sincerely,

Yours Günter Titsch 
President INTERKULTUR & World Choir Council
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EVENTS 
2021

REGISTRATION DATES
Early Bird      Regular

interkultur.com

Choir Competitions and Festivals

15TH INTERNATIONAL CHOIR COMPETITION & FESTIVAL BAD ISCHL
March 4-8, 2021 | Bad Ischl, Austria

ON STAGE IN ISRAEL
March 10-14, 2021 | Tel Aviv, Israel

ON STAGE IN VERONA
March 25-28, 2021 | Verona, Italy

VOICES & WINE ALBA
April 7-11, 2021 | Alba, Italy (Piedmont)

VOX LUCENSIS – CONCORSO CORALE INTERNAZIONALE
April 7-11, 2021 | Lucca, Italy

7TH VIETNAM INTERNATIONAL CHOIR COMPETITION
April 8-12, 2021 | Hoi An, Vietnam

RIGA SINGS – INTERNATIONAL CHOIR COMPETITION &
IMANTS KOKARS CHORAL AWARD
May 1-5, 2021 | Riga, Latvia

ON STAGE IN FLORENCE
May 20-23, 2021 | Florence, Italy

SOUND WAVES LINZ
May 20-24, 2021 | Linz, Austria

ON STAGE IN ALBANIA
June 9-13, 2021 | Tirana, Albania

11TH WORLD CHOIR GAMES
July 2-12, 2021 | Flanders, Belgium

6TH INTERNATIONAL CONDUCTOR‘S SEMINAR WERNIGERODE
July 17-20, 2021 | Wernigerode, Germany

12TH INTERNATIONAL JOHANNES BRAHMS CHOIR FESTIVAL & COMPETITION
July 21-25, 2021 | Wernigerode, Germany

SING ALONG CONCERT “ON TOUR” MILAN
August 26-30, 2021 | Milan, Italy 

ON STAGE IN LISBON
September 10-13, 2021 | Lisbon, Portugal

4TH VOICES FOR PEACE
September 26-30, 2021 | Perugia/Assisi, Italy

4TH KALAMATA INTERNATIONAL CHOIR COMPETITION & FESTIVAL
October 7-11, 2021 | Kalamata, Greece

10TH CANTA AL MAR – FESTIVAL CORAL INTERNACIONAL
October 21-25, 2021 | Calella/Barcelona, Spain

ON STAGE IN PRAGUE
November 4-7, 2021 | Prague, Czech Republic

VOICES & WINE MÁLAGA
November 17-21, 2021 | Málaga, Spain (Andalusia)
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JULY 10, 2020 | 15:00 CET

1.	 Welcome by Günter Titsch  
	 (President INTERKULTUR & World Choir Council) 

2.	 Introductory report of INTERKULTUR on upcoming events and projects 
	 (Gent Lazri, Director International Choral Networking)

3.	 Choirs and the digital world  
	 (Johan Rooze, Artistic Director)

4.	 Rising stars and education  
	 (Franziska Hellwig, Coordinator for Communication &  
	 Development, President‘s Office)

5.	 Choir music and social Inclusion 
	 (Francesco Leonardi, Project Development) 
	 Guest: Zhang Ruxin, Artistic Director of Tianjin Dolphin Hearing  
	 Disabled Children’s Choir 

6.	 Further announcements 
	 (Fred Sjöberg, Artistic Director INTERKULTUR and World Choir Council)

 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

The Online General Meeting will take place on ZOOM.  
Please click on the following link to enter the meeting room:

https://zoom.us/j/92958179053?pwd=YmZXL1FHZWl5VTRPSWt1ZzgrcTZMQT09

Please note that the meeting will be recorded and may be partially published.  
If you have any concerns or questions about this, please feel free to contact  
Franziska Hellwig (hellwig@interkultur.com) for further information.

AGENDA OF THE  
ONLINE GENERAL MEETING
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Fred Sjöberg  
(Artistic Director INTERKULTUR and   
World Choir Council)

Chair and moderator of the  
World Choir Council Online Meetings 2020
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SOCIAL INCLUSION  
THROUGH AND WITH CHOIR MUSIC 

SPECIAL GUEST MR. ZHANG RUXIN

Artistic Director of Tianjin Dolphin Hearing Disabled Children’s Choir, will 
give insights into his work and the achievements of the world‘s first choir 
composed of hearing-impaired children.

Composer of Tianjin Opera House. He makes music form symphony, opera, 
choir to soundtracks. He wrote the theme song for the 43th World Table 
Tennis Championships and the 34th World Gymnastic Championships and 
was also the Artistic Director of Opening and Closing Ceremony for both 
events.

Choir composition of his “Tian Di Tai Ji”, “Ne Zha Nao Hai”, “Farewell to 
My Concubine” and “Patriotism (Jing Zhong Bao Guo)” were performed by 
Nankai University choir in multiple World Choir Games and have won gold 
diploma and champion of the category.
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TIANJIN DOLPHIN HEARING DISABLED CHILDREN’S CHOIR

Tianjin Dolphin Hearing Disabled Children’s Choir is a beneficial choir 
consisting of more than 20 hearing disordered children who use cochlear 
prosthesis, parents and volunteer teachers. It is manifested that Tianjin 
dolphin hearing disabled children’s choir is the world‘s first choir 
composed of hearing-impaired children, and till now it still remains the 
only choir of such in the world.
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TIANJIN DOLPHIN HEARING  
DISABLED CHILDREN’S CHOIR  
IN 2020 WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL

SUMMARY OF VIDEO DISPLAY (FORMULATED CONTENT)

1. General introduction to the Dolphin Hearing Disabled Children’s Choir

Our purpose lies in “Scientific Rehabilitation, Art Cultivation, Reshaping 
Personalities, Changing the Destiny”. We believe that the selfless 
dedication of volunteers comes from love. And love is composed of 
confidence, determination, patience, carefulness, and persistence. Only 
conducting practices, while keeping these in mind, can they overcome 
various difficulties.

2. Teaching situation of chorus class

We think that chorus serves as the best means of music rehabilitation 
for hearing-impaired children. As a kind of artistic form that combines 
language with music, chorus is able to enhance children’s sensitivity of 
hearing, improve their accuracy of articulation, and attain the exquisite 
expression of emotion. Besides, it can enhance children’s confidence, 
help them acquire the aesthetic ability to sing and enjoy music, improve 
their social competence, develop the team spirit, and change their self-
abased and autistic disposition tendency.

On each Saturday, we have the collective class teaching chorus. On the 
evening from Monday to Friday, we have person-to-person instructions 
taking advantage of online audio and video. In order to help each member 
understand and distinguish the relation of pitch intervals, the volunteer 
teacher will adopt the teaching method by combining vision and hearing. 
To be specific, when teaching “high pitch”, the (volunteer) teacher will 
stand on a chair to show its “high”, and when teaching the “low pitch”, 
they will hunker down to show its “low”. The five scales are represented 
separately by forehead, eyebrow, nose, mouth, and chin, and the sprawling 
hand is used to stand for the “space” and “line” of the five-line staff.

3. Teaching situation of supplementary courses

We have also set up a series of supplementary art courses to help children 
in our choir enhance their aesthetic ability and enrich their artistic skills. 
For example, the poetry reading for correcting articulation, the little stage 
play for developing the sense of roles, solo and folk rap for practicing the 
tune, shape-up exercise for strengthening the sense of stage. We also 
encourage students to learn musical instruments to enhance the accuracy 
in pitch, and offer the music theory course to improve their ability to read 
the staff.
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4. Parents involvement in teaching and instruction

Parents are the best teacher for children, so the first step to change 
children lies in enhancing parents’ aesthetic ability. We also ask parents 
to learn the music theory, the five-line staff, and practice singing and 
some simple keyboard playing with their children. Learning and improving 
themselves together with their children can largely ameliorate the 
parent-child relationship. Not only will children become more out-going, 
parents will also get rid of the pessimistic state. In addition, we have also 
established a mothers’ choir so that they can perform with their children 
on the same stage, which will help them feel the happiness of realizing 
self-fulfillment.

5. Competition experience

Over the past six years, the choir has successively recorded three original 
CD. We have won the silver diploma-level 1 of the category 029 scenic 
folklore in 2016 World Choir Game in Sochi, Russia; the silver diploma-
level 1 of the category 029 scenic folklore in 2017 International Johannes-
Brahms Choir festival in Wernigerode, Germany; the gold award for 
performance and the gold diploma for scenic folklore in 2018 Hong 
Kong Belt & Road World Choir Festival, and participated in the Avignon 
International theatre Festival and the Provence International Choir 
Festival in France in 2019, and delivered a successful performance in the 
opening ceremony of the Paralympics in 2019.

6. Social influence

Given the outstanding achievement that Tianjin Dolphin Hearing Disabled 
Children’s Choir has gained in terms of rehabilitation and artistic 
competence development for children, many other cities have come for us 
to learn experience. Under the assistance and efforts, the Dolphin Hearing 
Disabled Children’s Choir has also been set up in cities such as Shanghai, 
Qingdao, and Anhui. Besides, we have performed for public good in some 
major TV stations and popular media platforms in China. The massive 
coverage about us has drawn the attention of people in all walks of life to 
the group of hearing disabled children.

7. Support from all sectors of society

We would like to express our gratitude for the organizing committee of 
World Choir Games for offering this platform for hearing disabled children 
to display their talents. We also want to express our thanks for the care 
and concern from the Children‘s Fund of Tianjin Women‘s Federation as 
well as people and enterprises from all walks of life. Thank you.
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MEMBERS OF THE  
WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL 2020 

120 CHORAL EXPERTS FROM 90 NATIONS AND REGIONS 

Afghanistan	 Omid Nouri

Albania	 Suzana Turku

Argentina	 Alejandro Daniel Garavano

Armenia	 Tigran Hekekyan

Australia	 David Slater

Austria	 Heinz Ferlesch 
	 Karl-Gerhard Straßl

Belarus	 Inessa Bodyako

Belgium	 Jean-Pierre van Avermaet 
	 Luc Anthonis

Benin	 Felix Nassi

Bosnia- 
Hercegovina	 Mladen Matovic

Botswana	 David Slater

Brazil	 Helma Haller

Bulgaria	 Theodora Pavlovitch

Canada	 Robert Cooper 
	 Don James 
	 Zimfira Poloz

China	 Dapeng Meng 
	 Lingfen Wu 
	 Li Yang 
	 XiaoBao Tian 
	 Guanghui Chen

China/Hong Kong 	 Raymond Fu 
SAR	

China/Macao SAR	 Liu Mingyan

Chinese Taipei	 Johnny Ku

Colombia	 Edwin Orlando Carrillo

Commonwealth 	 Luis A. Olivieri 
of Puerto Rico	

Congo	 Kua Nzambi Toko (Ambroise)

Costa Rica	 Beverlyn Mora Ramirez

Cote d‘Ivoire	 Pascal Koua

Croatia	 Branko Stark

Cuba	 María Felicia Pérez

Czech Republic	 Jan Misek

Denmark	 Steen Lindholm

Dominican 	 Farida Diná 
Republic	

Ecuador	 Manuel Eugenio Auz Sanchez

Estonia	 Aarne Saluveer

Finland	 Kari Turunen

France	 Jean Baptiste Bertrand 
	 Jacques Vanherle

Germany	 Jürgen Faßbender 
	 Jürgen Budday

Gibraltar	 Christian Santos

Great Britain	 Joy Hill 
	 Mathew Wright 
	 Rachel Mason

Greece	 Maria-Emma Meligopoulou

Guatemala	 Fernando Archila

Hungary	 Katalin Kiss 
	 Levente Gyöngyösi

Iceland	 Thorgerdur Ingólfsdottir

India	 Neil Herbert Nongkynrih

Indonesia	 Aida Simanjuntak Swenson 
	 Aris Sudibyo

Iran	 Milad Omranloo

Ireland	 Bernie Sherlock

Israel	 Aharon Harlap

Italy	 Giovanni Acciai



10 11

Jamaica	 Gregory Simms

Japan	 Ko Matsushita 
	 Kenji Otani

Jordan	 Shireen Abu-khader

Kazakhstan	 Gulmira Kuttybadamova

Kosovo	 Memli Kelmendi

Latvia	 Romāns Vanags 
	 Mārtiņš Klišāns

Lithuania	 Vytautas Miškinis

Macedonia	 Letka Dimovska Polizova

Malaysia	 Susanna Saw

Malta	 John Galea 
	 Christopher Muscat

Mexico	 Marco Antonio Ugalde 
	 Gerardo Rábago Palafox

Morocco	 Adnane Matrone

Myanmar	 Moe Naing

Namibia	 Fanie Dorfling

Netherlands	 Johan Rooze 
	 Hans van den Brand

New Zealand	 Karen L. Grylls

Nigeria	 Emeka Nwokedi

Norway	 Tove Ramlo-Ystad

Panama	 Jorge Ledezma Bradley

Peru	 Abel Gonzales Valenzuela

Philippines	 Jonathan Velasco

Poland	 Benedykt Blonski 
	 Kinga Litowska

Portugal	 Myguel Santos e Castro 
	 Luis Cipriano

Republic 	 Shin-Hwa Park 
of Korea	

Romania	 Voicu Popescu

Russia	 Lev Kontorovich 
	 Alexander Solovyev 
	 Vladimir Zhivov 
	 Pavel Pozhigailo 
	 Viktor Zakharchenko

Senegal	 Lucien Mendy

Serbia	 Vladimir Opacic

Singapore	 Jennifer Tham

Slovakia	 Milan Kolena

Slovenia	 Karmina Šilec

South Africa	 André van der Merwe 
	 Ludumo Magangane

Spain	 Oscar Boada

Sri Lanka	 Soundarie David

Sweden	 Fred Sjöberg

Switzerland	 Hansruedi Kämpfen

Thailand	 Khunying Malaival Boonyaratavej

Togo	 Felix Adessondji Olufade

Turkey	 Ilker Ersil

Uganda	 Michael Eduard Mukisa

Ukraine	 Anzhela Maslennikova

United Arab 	 Philipp Maier 
Emirates	

USA	 André de Quadros 
	 T.J. Harper 
	 Elena Sharkova 
	 Timothy W. Sharp 
	 John Haberlen

Venezuela	 Maria Guinand

Vietnam	 Chau Ahn Dang
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INTERKULTUR
WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL TEAM

Fred Sjöberg 	 Artistic Director of INTERKULTUR and  
	 World Choir Council (Sweden)

Johan Rooze	 Artistic Director (Netherlands/Republic of Korea)

Gent Lazri	 Director International Choral Networking  
	 (Albania/Germany)

Francesco Leonardi 	 Project Development (Italy)

Iris Byrd Huting	 Project Director INTERKULTUR China (China/Canada)

Joy Tao Ran	 Project Manager INTERKULTUR China (China)

Franziska Hellwig	 Coordinator for Communication & Development,  
	 President‘s Office (Germany)

Günter Titsch  
President INTERKULTUR &  
World Choir Council (Germany)

Qin Wang  
First Vice President of  
INTERKULTUR (China)

Stefan Bohländer  
Vice President of  
INTERKULTUR (Germany)

Dr. Christoph Wirtz  
Secretary General of  
INTERKULTUR(Germany)

INTERKULTUR EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
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NEW: JULY 2 12, 2021, FLANDERS, BELGIUM

REGISTRATION 
DEADLINE: 

SEP. 15, 
2020

WCG2021.COM
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JULY 21, 2020 | 9:00 CET – ASIA, PACIFIC, MIDDLE EAST
Guest: Prof. Dr. Shin-Hwa Park – Conductor, professor (Republic of Korea)  
on the choral landscape of Korea

JULY 22, 2020 | 18:00 CET – NORTH/SOUTH AMERICA	

Guest: Dr. T.J. Harper – Conductor, educator, clinician, researcher (USA)  
on the current challenges and opportunities in the United States

JULY 23, 2020 | 16:00 CET – AFRICA, EUROPE
Guest: Michael Barret – Conductor, professor (South Africa)  
on the legacy of the World Choir Games South Africa 2018 and  
the effect on South African choirs

If you are interested, you can still register until July 17, 2020 to participate  
in the regional Meetings.

REGIONAL WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL 
ONLINE MEETINGS

SAVE THE DATE
12TH WORLD CHOIR GAMES 2022 
JULY 4-14, 2022  
GANGNEUNG, REPUBLIC OF KOREA



15WCG2022.COM

NOTES



Ruhberg 1
35463 Fernwald (Frankfurt/Main)

Germany
worldchoircouncil@interkultur.com 

interkultur.com


