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Ladies and gentlemen, dear colleagues, dear friends,

On the occasion of the New Year, we would like to express our best wishes, 
on behalf of INTERKULTUR and our entire team. We wish you and your loved 
ones good luck, health and much success for 2022!

2021 has been a rather challenging but fruitful year for everyone. Under the 
shading of the crisis, INTERKULTUR and the World Choir Council community 
have grown stronger than ever, for all the music lovers out there. The 11th 
World Choir Games in Flanders has been a milestone in the history of the 
choral world. The success of the General Conference during the 11th World 
Choir Games in Flanders marks an ice breaking moment. Despite of all the 
challenges and obstacles, based on the experience of the Regional Online 
Meetings and the hybrid Meeting in Chengdu this summer, the hybrid General 
Conference (Live in Flanders, online via Zoom) has sent out a positive message 
to the world and shown all the singers and choral music lovers all around the 
world a promising future to come.

In addition to the series of Conference and projects during the 11th World 
Choir Games Flanders, there have been numerous highlight projects and 
activities throughout the year: The Video Project and Conductors’ Talk 
continuously being the key component of the World Choir Council series of 
activities; Hello Council received overwhelming feedbacks from the Chinese 
market and will expand its influence towards Asia and Pacific in 2022 (Hello 
Council China, Hello Council Korea and Hello Council Pacific); Council Talk 
magazine exhibited the result of cooperation and communication among the 
circle of World Choir Council, and the 3rd edition of the Council Talk will be out 
in early 2022. The Regional Online Meetings have kept the members of the 
World Choir Council closer and more active and we will continue to connect 
in the future.

With this handbook you may find a small guide with further information about 
the World Choir Council: the faces behind the names, the goals and projects 
and the tasks and opportunities that are awaiting you within the scope of our 
work, and the report of the General Conference in November.

We must not forget to appreciate the neglected good aspects of life – the 
music we get to enjoy, the smiles we get to see (whether online or in person), 
the positive energy we bring to one another, the hope we get to see after all 
the effort. Let music be the sign of renewing and New Year begins with the 
warmest of aspiration. Together we can look into the future with confidence 
and sure to soon leave the crisis behind. We look forward to meeting you in 
Gangneung, Gangwon-do, Republic of Korea next year!

Until then, we wish you and your loved ones all the best in the upcoming New 
Year and enjoy the bright and cheerful holiday season!
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INTRODUCTION 

WELCOME TO THE WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL

The World Choir Council is not only a well-known and very important part of 
the choral world, but also a very important member of the INTERKULTUR 
family. It is INTERKULTUR‘s highest and voluntary international advisory 
body. It currently consists of 128 international members representing 
more than 90 countries and regions in this circle. In its more than 20 
years of activity, the World Choir Council has had a major impact on the 
development of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Events and the growth and 
strengthening of the international choral world.

This handbook is intended to help members to get an overview of the World 
Choir Council structure, to get to know the World Choir Council family 
better and above all to gain a better insight into the work, motivation and 
goals of the World Choir Council.

On the following pages you will find an overview of the individual organs 
of the World Choir Council, as well as a presentation of its 124 members. 
An important part of this handbook contains general information for the 
work of the World Choir Council members. Finally, this document has 
been supplemented with some more concrete information about the 2021 
World Choir Council projects, especially with a focus on how the individual 
World Choir Council members can actively participate.

Please note that this version of the manual is not conclusive and is subject 
to continuous revision. Further additions will be made in the first half 
of next year regarding the structure of the World Choir Council and the 
definition and description of the tasks of the individual organs.

This document is only intended for INTERKULTUR and the World Choir 
Council. Please keep it confidential as internal document. Thank you for 
your cooperation.
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DESCRIPTION AND ORGANIGRAM OF  
THE WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL

DESCRIPTION

The World Choir Council is the highest international advisory committee of 
INTERKULTUR. The international members represent their choral nation 
in this circle. As of December 2021, more than 90 countries and regions are 
already represented in the Council by 128 members. The representatives 
meet regularly, report on the choral scene in their respective country and 
discuss jointly urgent matters and current topics in the choral world.

For INTERKULTUR the World Choir Council members are moreover 
contact persons to the choir community of their country and support us 
by spreading information about the INTERKULTUR activities through their 
own networks.

ORGANIGRAM

Recently, there have been increased efforts to restructure the World Choir 
Council. This work will continue in the upcoming months. However, this 
organigram will give you a first impression of the future structure and 
working methods of the World Choir Council.

1. INTERKULTUR
Executive Committee of IK

2. World Choir Council
Board of WCC

3. World Choir Council
Organizing Committee of WCC

5. World Choir Council
Members

7. INTERKULTUR & 
World Choir Council
Honorary Committee

4. World Choir Council
Regional Committee

6. World Choir Council
Advisory Board of WCC

HONORARY  
COMMITTEE

ORGANIZATION ADVISORY  
COMMITTEE



HONORARY COMMITTEE

Honorary Artistic Presidents
Prof. Xiaoying Zheng (China) 
Prof. Dr. Ralf Eisenbeiß (Germany) 
John Rutter (Great Britain) 
Dr. Hak-Won Yoon (Republic of Korea) 
Prof. Dr. Morten Lauridsen (USA)

Honorary Ambassadors &  
Advisors & Members 
Prof. Alejandro Daniel Garavano (Argentina)
Prof. Tigran Hekekyan (Armenia)
Konrad Fleischanderl (Austria)
Prof. Herbert Wild (Austria)
David Slater (Australia)
Prof. Theodora Pavlovitch (Bulgaria)
Robert Cooper (Canada)
Don James (Canada)
Peizhi Li (China)
Canrong Ma (China)
Dapeng Meng (China)
Prof. Lingfen Wu (China)
Prof. Zuqiang Wu (China)
Raymond Fu (China/Hongkong SAR)
Prof. Dirk Duhei (Chinese Taipei)
Luis A. Olivieri (Cmlth. of Puerto Rico)
Branko Stark (Croatia)
María Felicia Pérez (Cuba)
Vlastislav Novak (Czech Republic)
Steen Lindholm (Denmark)
Aarne Saluveer (Estonia)
Prof. Jürgen Budday (Germany)
Jürgen Faßbender (Germany)
Dieter Topp (Germany)
Maria-Emma Meligopoulou (Greece)
Katalin Kiss (Hungary)
Ágnes Kovácsné Bíró (Hungary)
Sarolta Péczely-Kodály (Hungary)

Thorgerdur Ingólfsdottir (Iceland)
Aida Simanjuntak Swenson (Indonesia)
Aharon Harlap (Israel)
Prof. Giovanni Acciai (Italy)
Vytautas Miškinis (Lithuania)
John Galea (Malta)
Christopher Muscat (Malta)
Gerardo Rábago Palafox (Mexico)
Karen L. Grylls (New Zealand)
Thomas Caplin (Norway)
Tove Ramlo-Ystad (Norway)
Jonathan Velasco (Philippines)
Kinga Litowska (Poland)
Prof. Vladimir Minin (Russia)
Pavel Pozhigailo (Russia)
Prof. Alexander Solovyev (Russia)
Jennifer Tham (Singapore)
Karmina Šilec (Slovenia)
Ludumo Magangane (South Africa)
André van der Merwe (South Africa)
Oscar Boada (Spain)
Soundarie David (Sri Lanka)
Khunying Malaival Boonyaratavej (Thailand)
Anton Armstrong (USA)
John Haberlen (USA)
Dr. Timothy W. Sharp (USA)
André J. Thomas (USA)

SINGING  
TOGETHER BRINGS  

NATIONS TOGEHTER
6 7



ORGANIZER

INTERKULTUR Executive Committee 
President: Günter Titsch (Germany)
First Vice-President: Qin Wang (China)
Vice-President: Stefan Bohländer (Germany)
General Secretary: Dr. Christoph Wirtz 
(Germany)

Organizing Committee of  
the World Choir Council
Board of the World Choir Council
President: Günter Titsch (Germany)
First Vice President: Qin Wang (China)
Vice President: Fred Sjöberg (Sweden) 
Senior Advisor: Steen Lindholm (Denmark)
Director Communications, Marketing and 
Sales:Hans-Robert Dapprich (Germany)

Advisory Board of the World Choir Council
Prof. Alejandro Daniel Garavano (Argentina)
Dapeng Meng (China)
Branko Stark (Croatia)
Steen Lindholm (Denmark)
Dr. Maria Emma Meligopoulou (Greece)
Aida Swenson (Indonesia)
Ludumo Magangane (South Africa)
Dr. Michael Barrett (South Africa)
Dr. Timothy W. Sharp (USA)

Regional Committee of  
the World Choir Council
Carrie Tennant (Canada)
Prof. Tristan Meister (Germany)
Julio Morales (Mexico)
Bernard Krüger (South Africa)
Ryan Goessl (USA/Republic of Korea)

Project Management &  
Organizing Team of the World Choir Council
Project Director INTERKULTUR China:  
Iris Huting Byrd (China/Canada)
Project Manager of World Choir Council:  
Joy Ran Tao (China) 
Project Director of INTERKULTUR:  
Jelena Dannhauer (Germany) 
Project Coordinator of the World Choir Council:  
Nicolas-Constantin Gliese (Germany)
Project Development:  
Francesco Leonardi (Italy) 

Artistic Director:  
Johan Rooze (Netherlands/Republic of Korea)

Marketing Communications Manager:  
Henriette Brockmann (Germany) 
Senior Manager IT & Marketing:  
Sebastian Ferstl (Germany) 
Coordinator for Communication &  
Development, President‘s Office:  
Franziska Hellwig (Germany)
Graphic Design: Ina Irmisch (Germany)
Personal Assistant PR, President‘s Office:  
Susanne Schiller (Germany) 
Manager Film Production:  
Dagmar Titsch (Germany) 
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CONNECTED WITH THE WORLD –  
WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL MEMBERS 
AROUND THE GLOBE 
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6 CONTINENTS
92 COUNTRIES
128 MEMBERS 

ASIA/PACIFIC/MIDDLE EAST 
NORTH, CENTRAL, SOUTH AMERICA

AFRICA/EUROPE

8 9

37

2

24
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Omid Noori   
(Afghanistan)

David Slater   
(Australia)

Jean-Pierre van  
Avermaet (Belgium)

Suzana Turku   
(Albania)

Karl-Gerhard Straßl   
(Austria)

Luc Anthonis  
(Belgium)

Helma Haller  
(Brazil)

Prof. Alejandro Daniel 
Garavano (Argentina)

Heinz Ferlesch   
(Austria)

Prof. Theodora  
Pavlovitch (Bulgaria)

​Prof. Tigran Hekekyan  
(Armenia)

Inessa Bodyako   
(Belarus)

Prof. Mladen Matović  
(Bosnia-Hercegovina)

Robert Cooper  
(Canada)

WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL MEMBERS 

David Slater 
(Botswana)

Don James  
(Canada)
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María Felicia Pérez  
(Cuba)

Prof. Li Yang 
(China)

Mingyan Liu 
(China/Macao SAR)

Zimfira Poloz  
(Canada)

Prof. XiaoBao Tian 
(China)

Johnny Ku  
(Chinese Taipei)

Carrie Tennant 
(Canada)

Dapeng Meng  
(China)

Branko Stark  
(Croatia)

Prof. Lingfen Wu 
(China)

Guanghui Chen  
(China)

Ricardo Curihuinca 
Vergara (Chile)

Beverlyn Mora  
Ramirez (Costa Rica)

Raymond Fu  
(China/Hong Kong SAR)

Edwin Orlando Carrillo  
(Colombia)

Pascal Koua  
(Cote d‘Ivoire)

Luis A. Olivieri  
(Cmlth of of Puerto Rico)

Jan Míšek 
(Czech Republic)

Ambroise Kua-Nzambi  
Toko (DR Congo)

Steen Lindholm  
(Denmark)
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Farida Diná  
(Dominican Republic)

Jean Baptiste Bertrand  
(France)

Joy Hill  
(Great Britain)

Manuel Eugenio Auz 
Sanchez (Ecuador)

Rachel Walker Mason 
(Great Britain)

Prof. Jürgen Budday 
(Germany)

Jürgen Faßbender  
(Germany)

Kari Turunen  
(Finland)

Christian Santos  
(Gibraltar)

Prof. Tristan Meister  
(Germany)

Aarne Saluveer  
(Estonia)

Dr. Thomas Kreiling 
(Germany)

Mathew Wright  
(Great Britain)

Dr. Maria-Emma  
Meligopoulou (Greece)

Carlos Fernando Archila 
Salguero (Guatemala)

Neil Herbert  
Nongkynrih (India)

Katalin Kiss  
(Hungary)

Levente Gyöngyösi  
(Hungary)

Thorgerdur  
Ingólfsdottir (Iceland)

Aida Simanjuntak 
Swenson (Indonesia)
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Bernie Sherlock  
(Ireland)

Ko Matsushita  
(Japan)

Prof. Giovanni Acciai 
(Italy)

Aharon Harlap  
(Israel)

Aris Sudibyo  
(Indonesia)

Milad Omranloo  
(Iran)

Gregory Simms  
(Jamaica)

Memli Kelmendi  
(Kosovo)

Letka Dimovska  
Polizova (Macedonia)

Assoc. Prof. Romāns 
Vanags (Latvia)

Vytautas Miškinis  
(Lithuania)

Shireen Abu-khader  
(Jordan)

Gulmira Kuttybadamova  
(Kazakhstan)

Mārtiņš Klišāns  
(Latvia)

Kenji Otani  
(Japan)

Julio Morales  
(Mexico)

Susanna Saw  
(Malaysia)

John Galea  
(Malta)

Christopher Muscat  
(Malta)

Gerardo Rábago  
Palafox (Mexico)
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Fanie Dorfling  
(Namibia)

Marco Antonio Ugalde  
(Mexico)

Adnane Matrone  
(Morocco)

Moe Naing  
(Myanmar)

Johan Rooze (Nether- 
lands/Rep. of Korea)

Hans van den Brand  
(Netherlands)

Reyna Somarriba  
Molina (Nicaragua)

Maria Vanesa Utz 
(Paraguay)

Emeka Nwokedi  
(Nigeria)

Abel Gonzales  
Valenzuela (Peru)

Luis Cipriano  
(Portugal)

Myguel Santos e  
Castro (Portugal)

Jorge Ledezma  
Bradley (Panama)

Benedykt Błoński 
(Poland)

Prof. Shin-Hwa Park  
(Republic of Korea)

Karen L. Grylls  
(New Zealand)

Tove Ramlo-Ystad  
(Norway)

Jonathan Velasco  
(Philippines)

Kinga Litowska  
(Poland)

Prof. Voicu Popescu 
(Romania)
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Prof. Viktor  
Zakharchenko (Russia)

Jennifer Tham  
(Singapore)

Prof. Vladimir Zhivov 
(Russia)

Milan Kolena  
(Slovakia)

Lucien Mendy  
(Senegal)

Vladimir Opačić 
(Serbia)

Michael Barrett   
(South Africa)

Bernard Krüger  
(South Africa)

Prof. Lev Kontorovich 
(Russia)

Pavel Pozhigailo  
(Russia)

Prof. Alexander  
Solovyev (Russia)

Karmina Šilec  
(Slovenia)

Ludumo Magangane  
(South Africa)

Fred Sjöberg  
(Sweden)

Hansruedi Kämpfen  
(Switzerland)

Felix Adessondji  
Olufade (Togo)

Òscar Boada 
(Spain)

Soundarie David  
(Sri Lanka)

André van der Merwe  
(South Africa)

Khunying Malaival  
Boonyaratavej (Thailand)
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Michael Eduard Mukisa  
(Uganda)

Anzhela Maslennikova  
(Ukraine)

Dr. T.J. Harper  
(USA)

Maria Guinand  
(Venezuela)

Prof. André de  
Quadros (USA)

Chau Ahn Dang  
(Vietnam)

Ana Laura Rey  
(Uruguay)

Dr. Ryan Goessl  
(USA/Republic of Korea)

Philipp Maier  
(United Arab Emirates)

Elena Sharkova  
(USA)

John Haberlen  
(USA)

Dr. Timothy W. Sharp 
(USA)

Ilker Ersil  
(Turkey)

17
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IN MEMORIAM

17

Your life, your works and  
your voices will remain unforgotten: 

REST IN PEACE:

Dr. Gene Brooks (USA) 	 † 2007
Henry Klausner (Israel) 	 † 2009
Baldur Heckel (Austria) 	 † 2010
Elfa Secioria (Indonesia) 	 † 2011
Boris Tevlin (Russia) 	 † 2012
Prof. Paul Wehrle (Germany) 	 † 2013
Prof. Eric Ericson (Sweden) 	 † 2013
Prof. Guangyi Lai (China) 	 † 2014
Zhenliang He (China) 	 † 2015
Prof. Geshun Ma (China) 	 † 2015
Yubin Tian (China) 	 † 2015
Hans-Dietrich Genscher (Germany) 	 † 2016
Walter Scheel (Germany) 	 † 2016
Xiyi Xu (China) 	 † 2017
Liangkun Yan (China) 	 † 2017
Christian Ljunggren (Sweden) 	 † 2017
Kåre Hanken (Norway) 	 † 2018
Guntars Gedulis (Venezuela/USA) 	 † 2019
Prof. Hongnian Yang (China) 	 † 2020
Jacques Vanherle (France) 	 † 2020
Gotthilf Fischer (Germany) 	 † 2020
Mikis Theodorakis (Greece) 	 † 2021
Dr. Sibongile Khumalo (South Africa) 	 † 2021
Felix Nassi (Benin) 	 † 2021
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EVENTS 
2022

Choir Competitions and Festivals

ON STAGE Festivals

VOX LUCENSIS – CONCORSO CORALE INTERNAZIONALE
April 9-13, 2022 | Lucca, Italy

VOICES & WINE ALBA
April 20-24, 2022 | Alba, Italy (Piedmont)

15TH INTERNATIONAL CHOIR COMPETITION & FESTIVAL BAD ISCHL
April 27-1, 2022 | Bad Ischl, Austria

SING FOR GOLD – THE WORLD CHORAL CUP
May 14-22, 2022 | Calella/Barcelona, Spain

12TH WORLD CHOIR GAMES
July 4-14, 2022 | Gangneung/Gangwon, Republic of Korea

2ND RIGA SINGS - INT. CHOIR COMPETITION & IMANTS KOKARS CHORAL AWARD
August 17-21, 2022 | Riga, Latvia

4TH KALAMATA INTERNATIONAL CHOIR COMPETITION AND FESTIVAL
September 22-26, 2022 | Kalamata, Greece

10TH ISOLA DEL SOLE  
September 25-29, 2022 | Grado, Italy

SING’N’JOY BOHOL
October 5-9, 2022 | Tagbilaran City, Bohol, Philippines

INTERNATIONALES CHORFEST MAGDEBURG
October 5-9, 2022 | Magdeburg, Germany

DEUTSCHE CHORMEISTERSCHAFT 2022
October 21-23, 2022 | Koblenz, Germany

LISBON SINGS
November 10-14, 2022 | Lisbon, Portugal 

TEL AVIV, ISRAEL | March 9-13, 2022 

VERONA, ITALY | March 24-27, 2022  

FLORENCE, ITALY | May 19-22, 2022 

TIRANA, ALBANIA | June 8-12, 2022 

LISBON, PORTUGAL | September 9-12, 2022 

PRAGUE, CZECH REPUBLIC | November 10-13, 2022 

interkultur.com /interkultur /interkultur
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GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT  
THE WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL

1. WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL 

The World Choir Council is not only a well-known and very important part of 
the choral world, but also a very important member of the INTERKULTUR 
family. It is INTERKULTUR‘s highest and voluntary international advisory 
body. In addition to participating in the INTERKULTUR World Choir Events, 
the World Choir Council members support and promote the exchange, 
progress and development of choral art and culture worldwide in order to 
fulfill the motto of INTERKULTUR, its “Choir Olympics” and World Choir 
Events: singing together brings nations together.

2. MOTTO OF INTERKULTUR AND 
THE WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL

Singing together brings nations together!

3.  THE MEMBERS OF THE WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL: 
REPRESENTATIVES AND ADVISORS ALL OVER THE WORLD

3.1 The members of the World Choir Council are well-known represen-
tatives of the choral scene of their country and region. They are renowed  
personalities from the choral music world, conductors and compo-
sers, music educators, choir managers and key players of the choral  
community.

3.2 The members of the World Choir Council recognize and support the 
motto: “Singing together brings nations together” of INTERKULTUR and 
its World Choir Events.

3.3 The members of the World Choir Council are committed to the social 
responsibility and mission of promoting and supporting the exchange and 
further development of the global choir culture by participating in the 
promotion of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Events.

4.  WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL: GENERAL INFORMATION

The World Choir Council is one of the most important parts of 
INTERKULTUR’s global networking system. The members of the World 
Choir Council work based on a clear guideline, aim and organizational 
structure.

4.1 The members of the World Choir Council are representatives in the 
choral field of their country and region, who also positively shape the 
image of INTERKULTUR, World Choir Council and World Choir Events in 
their respective countries and regions.
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4.2 Each country/region has at least one representative. Multiple repre-
sentatives are possible for countries and regions that have a rich choral 
culture, with rapid choral development and are active on the global stage.

4.3 The World Choir Council consists of 128 members from 92 countries 
and regions (as of December 2021)

4.4 INTERKULTUR and the World Choir Council have the right to withdraw 
the title of World Choir Council members who directly or indirectly damage 
the reputation and standing of INTERKULTUR and the World Choir Council 
or do not actively exercise their membership. Otherwise the title of World 
Choir Council member shall remain.

4.5 Members who are unable to continue the work of the World Choir 
Council, may apply to the World Choir Council Organizing Committee 
for retirement. INTERKULTUR and the World Choir Council can appoint 
retired or disceased members with the title „Honorary Member of the 
World Choir Council“.

4.6 World Choir Council as the highest international advisory committee 
of INTERKULTUR, has the right to guide, suggest and discuss artistic 
matters. World Choir Council is under direct leadership of INTERKULTUR’s 
Executive Committee, managed by the Board of World Choir Council.

4.7 When the World Choir Council acts in its advisory spirit and/or makes 
recommendations, the principle „one member – one vote“ applies.

4.8 The General Conference of the World Choir Council (for all members) 
takes place during the World Choir Games. The Regional meetings (for part 
of the members) take place online at least twice a year either independently 
or along with an event of the INTERKULTUR World Choir Events. The 
Advisory Board meeting takes place at least once every three months. The 
World Choir Council Board will meet at least once every month. All World 
Choir Council members have the possibility to communicate regularly 
with each other via Facebook, WeChat or participate in other projects like 
the digital magazine COUNCIL TALK or the Video Project.

5.  WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL: CONTRIBUTIONS AND 
RESPONSIBILITIES

5.1 The objective of the World Choir Council is to establish a global, 
professional and cooperative network to communicate regularly and 
positively about artistic practice, to share information and experiences, 
to raise concerns and solve problems, to discuss directions of choral 
development and to be an active part of it.

5.2 The members are being active in participating and supporting 
INTERKULTUR and the World Choir Council networks around the 
world and in different regions, including establishing connections and 
collaborations with professional choral institutions in their respective 
countries and regions.

5.3 The members are being active in participating, supporting and guiding 
the establishment and development of choirs in their respective countries 
and regions, especially for less developed areas and for groups with 
special needs.
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5.4 The members are actively promoting the aim and motto of INTER-
KULTUR, its World Choir Events and the World Choir Council in their  
respective countries and regions. They encourage choirs from their  
country and region to participate in the INTERKULTUR World Choir Events 
series of competition, festival and Musica Mundi Academy educational  
events, outlining the value of these international events to broaden  
horizons, to improve through artistic practice, and to gain friendship and 
share joy.

5.5 The members participate in activities of the World Choir Council, and 
share experiences, interested topics and knowledge with other members 
and the choral world.

5.6 INTERKULTUR offers the members the opportunity by invitation to 
support the World Choir Events directly as jury members, as lecturers 
of Musica Mundi Academy events or as guest speakers during various 
World Choir Council projects, like the regional meetings. There are a few 
positions available every year.

5.7 INTERKULTUR provides the members with all information and news 
about its activities for further dissemination in their region/nation and for 
direct communication with choirs.

5.8 INTERKULTUR supports it‘s members in improving their visibility 
through its communication channels.

5.9 INTERKULTUR offers the members several platforms to share video 
lectures, articles or to be guest speakers in the World Choir Council 
meetings.

6.  ADVISORY BOARD AND REGIONAL COMMITTEE OF  
THE WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL

6.1 The Advisory Board represents core members of the World Choir 
Council. It includes representatives from all parts of the world and 
various fields of activity. Thus, high personalities from the choral music 
world, conductors and composers, music educators, choir managers and 
key players of the choral community are part of this body. Under the motto 
“Singing together brings nations together” they support our work with 
their valuable experience in the artistic and organizational areas and are 
dedicated to actively promoting he development of the choral scene in 
their region and internationall.

6.2 The Regional Committee is another body in the structure of the World 
Choir Council. It consists of members of the choral music world, including 
conductors, composers, music educators, choral managers and key 
players in the choral community. They are a group of professionals that 
have a big network in their communities and are developing innovative 
projects with their choirs, involving new generations of singers and always 
keeping in mind that the exchange of experiences in an international level 
is crucial for a choir’s development. Each member represents a different 
region of the world. They share INTERKULTUR’s vision and support our 
common projects and events.
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REPORT GENERAL CONFERENCE 2021  
IN FLANDERS
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REPORT GENERAL CONFERENCE 2021 IN FLANDERS

With a delay of more than one year, the World Choir Council could meet 
again during the World Choir Games 2021 in Flanders and hold their 
General Conference, where all Council members can meet and exchange 
ideas. This event is one of the essential parts of each edition of the World 
Choir Games.

For the first time in the history of the World Choir Council, Representatives 
from 92 countries and regions meet live and virtually in Flanders. We are 
very happy that this first „Hybrid“ General Conference could celebrate 
its premiere in Flanders and also worked. Under Corona conditions, 24 
guests (Council members and guests from the Flanders region) were 
able to participate live in Antwerp and additionally due to the strict entry 
restrictions of Belgium, 33 Council members were able to participate 
virtually from all over the world. The General Conference was held in the 
framework of the “Council Day”, where besides the conference, other 
program items were offered for the guests who were live in Antwerp.

Musical walk through Antwerp, evening concert and networking

In addition to the General Conference, there was a musical walk through 
Antwerp in the morning. At various stations, the city itself became a stage 
and Antwerp presented a completely new side to the guests. After the 
General Conference the invention “Music-Box” was presented and it was 
shown that online rehearsals will soon be possible without the well-known 
“offset”. The Council members and conductors looked at this invention 
with great interest. To conclude the Council day, all guests participated 
in the Celebration Concert: Visions of Sound, arranged and conducted 
by Wim Henderickx. This was a musical journey through modern choral 
music.

“Composers Competition of the Official Song for  
the World Choir Peace Prize”

As a further project a “Composers Competition of the Official Song for the 
World Choir Peace Prize” was introduced and officially announced during 
the General Conference of the World Choir Council 2021. The World 
Choir Peace Prize acknowledges individuals or organizations that have 
made an outstanding contribution to world peace through choral music. 
INTERKULTUR and the World Choir Council aim to showcase examples 
of how choral music can positively influence love and peace in our world.

Composers around the world are called to participate in this special 
Peace Song competition. The winning song will be announced in spring 
2022 and the composer will be invited as an Honorary Guest to participate 
in the world premiere held during the World Choir Games in the Republic 
of Korea in July 2022.
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CALL FOR  
THE COMPOSERS COMPETITION OF  

THE OFFICIAL SONG FOR  
THE WORLD CHOIR PEACE PRIZE 2022 

PEACE – FRIENDSHIP –  
COOPERATION – DEVELOPMENT 

2022
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THE RULES
The competition is open for all composers of the world.

Competition rules: 

1. Length of official song of the Wold Choir Peace Prize should be maximum 3-4 
minutes.

2. The composition should be for mixed choir SATB with a basic version for SATB 
with piano accompaniment. This version is the one to be judged. Furthermore 
should be sent two alternative versions, one a cappella version and one version 
with orchestra. (The composition should be sent as pdf, eventually accompanied 
by a sound file).

3. The compositions should be new. The use of already existing or already performed   
material is not allowed.

4. The text should be in English and based on a World Peace theme. Text to be 
chosen by the composer.

5. All parties agree that all rights to the song (e.g. publishing, modifying or playing) 
including the lyrics are owned by INTERKULTUR only.

6. The competition closes February 14, 2022. All participating compositions 
should be received by INTERKULTUR on this date. Compositions should be sent 
electronically to INTERKULTUR as a pdf-file. Mailaddress: gliese@interkultur.com 
(Nicolas-Constantin Gliese, Coordinator of the World Choir Council Team).

• JURY: World Choir Council Advisory Board chaired by Steen Lindholm

• ANNOUNCEMENT for the first prize will be March 2022.

• THE PRIZE: The winner will receive an INTERKULTUR honorary Award for 
composing of the Song of the World Choir Peace Prize and will be invited as an 
honorary guest to participate in the world premiere at the World Choir Peace Prize 
Ceremony, held during the World Choir Games in South Korea in July 2022. Travel 
costs and stay will be paid by INTERKULTUR.
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Learning about choral culture

As always, the World Choir Games are also a fantastic place to get to know 
the variety of choral culture around the world. All participants are able to 
learn a lot, whether in the competitions, in workshops or the main events. 
This year’s hosting region Flanders was a perfect showcase of the history 
of Flemish music culture – from classical and contemporary choral music 
to its music history in jazz and pop.

Even in the meeting of the World Choir Council the region of Flanders 
with the cities of Antwerp and Ghent took the opportunity of presenting its 
creative thinking and ideas of Flemish choral culture to the international 
Council Members, who will act as ambassadors in their own countries 
spreading all these ideas now and also in the future.

Special Show “GREETINGS TO FLANDERS”

Since the global breakout of the COVID in 2020, INTERKULTUR and the 
World Choir Council have been releasing a series of the international 
“Revival of the Choral World” Initiative aiming to unite the choral community 
and overcome this big new challenge. A special show “GREETINGS TO 
FLANDERS” featured statements from some distinguished conductors 
of the World Choir Council and their choirs from all over the world who 
share their positive thinking and update on the current situation about the 
part of the world they are living and working in, hoping to bring positive 
energy into the choral community.

https://youtu.be/P0bwXT3QS8w

2022 - Gangneung, Republic of Korea

The next opportunity for the members of the World Choir Council to come 
together again will not be in two years as usual, but already next year, 
when the World Choir Games 2022 take place in Gangneung, South Korea 
in July.

And so, all participants were glad to get already an outlook to the next 
World Choir Games and to learn what to expect from the next host country 
in 2022. Due to the pandemic, it was not possible for Korea to send a 
delegation on site, but nevertheless they sent their invitation video which 
will once again be presented at the Closing Ceremony of the World Choir 
Games 2021 on November 7: It started with some world-famous K-Pop, 
followed by the presentation of the Official Song of the World Choir Games 
2022 and ended with a warm invitation by Hwang Hee, Minister of Culture, 
Sports and Tourism Republic of Korea.

As INTERKULTUR President Günter Titsch mentioned in his welcome 
speech, the last General Conference of the World Choir Council took place 
in 2018, more than three years ago. He was happy that in the meantime 
there were taking place many Regional and General meetings online but 
also mentioned that there are some new members on site, which have 
never taken part in a live meeting of the World Choir Council before.

“I highly appreciate all the digital activities, but at the same time we are 
human beings, no robots. We want to meet and socialize. Therefore, I 
really hope that we will be able to come together in person very soon and 
see all these people which are now on the screen sitting next to us again.”

With all this in mind there was one main thing remaining from this event; 
a hopeful: SEE YOU IN KOREA 2022!

https://youtu.be/DPVloiL4uwA
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HONORARY AWARDS  
OF THE MEMBERS OF THE  
WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL DURING THE  
GENERAL CONFERENCE IN FLANDERS 

Prof. Dr. Ralf Eisenbeiß 

There further was a special moment in the General 
Conference to pay tribute to Prof. Dr. Ralf Eisenbeiß, 
who acted as INTERKULTUR Artistic Director for 
almost 30 years and had been appointed Honorary 
Artistic President of INTERKULTUR, the World Choir 
Games & World Choir Council in January 2021. A 
touching video summed up his commitment, ideas and 
successes over the past decades.

KOOR & STEM VZW. –  
LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE

The presentation of this hybrid Council Day at the 
World Choir Games 2021 closed with the presentation 
of a certificate of honor to the Local Organizing 
Committee, Koor & Stem vzw, of this year’s event, 
presented by INTERKULTUR & World Choir Council 
President Günter Titsch and First Vice President Wang 
Qin to Mr. Koenraad de Meulder, Director of LOC World 
Choir Games 2021 and Ms. Sophie Detremmerie, Chief 
Operating Officer of the LOC World Choir Games 2021 
as its representatives.

As Günter Titsch mentioned on this occasion, the 
collaboration with the Local Organizing Committee of 
the World Choir Games 2021 has even overcome the 
most difficult situations:

“In the difficult Corona period, Koor&Stem vzw has 
shown the greatest flexibility and openness, allowing 
choirs from all over the world to participate in the 
postponed World Choir Games not only on site but 
also digitally - a premiere for the World Choir Games! 
With this, Koor&Stem vzw has set a special example 
for the peaceful gathering of singers, both live and 
digitally despite the worldwide challenging pandemic 
situation.”

l.t.r. – Günter Titsch, Koenraad De Meulder, 
Sophie Detremmerie, Stefan Bohländer, 
Qin Wang
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FURTHER, MORE THAN 30 MEMBERS OF  
THE WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL WERE APPOINTED TO  
THE HONORARY COMMITTEE IN 2021:

Prof. Alejandro Daniel Garavano (Argentina)
Prof. Tigran Hekekyan (Armenia)
David Slater (Australia)
Prof. Theodora Pavlovitch (Bulgaria)
Don James (Canada)
Prof. Lingfen Wu (China)
Raymond Fu (China/Hongkong SAR)
Luis A. Olivieri (Cmlth. of Puerto Rico)
Branko Stark (Croatia)
María Felicia Pérez (Cuba)
Aarne Saluveer (Estonia)
Prof. Jürgen Budday (Germany)
Jürgen Faßbender (Germany)
Katalin Kiss (Hungary)
Thorgerdur Ingólfsdottir (Iceland)
Prof. Giovanni Acciai (Italy)

Vytautas Miškinis (Lithuania)
John Galea (Malta)
Christopher Muscat (Malta)
Gerardo Rábago Palafox (Mexico)
Karen L. Grylls (New Zealand)
Tove Ramlo-Ystad (Norway)
Jonathan Velasco (Philippines)
Kinga Litowska (Poland)
Prof. Alexander Solovyev (Russia)
Karmina Šilec (Slovenia)
André van der Merwe (South Africa)
Oscar Boada (Spain)
Soundarie David (Sri Lanka)
Khunying Malaival Boonyaratavej (Thailand)
John Haberlen (USA)
Dr. Timothy W. Sharp (USA)

These internationally recognized experts have supported the development 
of INTERKULTUR and the World Choir Events for more than 10 years by 
actively contributing to the promotion of choral culture in the world and a 
peaceful coexistence of all nations.

3 Council members could already receive their honors and certificates in Flanders: 
l.t.r. - Günter Titsch, Fred Sjöberg, Theodora Pavlovitch, Jürgen Faßbender, Katalin Kiss, 
Qin Wang
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PROJECTS
2022

*Dates might subject to change.

World Choir Council c/o INTERKULTUR 
Ruhberg 1, 35463 Fernwald (Frankfurt/Main) Germany, worldchoircouncil@interkultur.com  

interkultur.com

World Choir Council c/o INTERKULTUR 
Ruhberg 1, 35463 Fernwald (Frankfurt/Main) Germany, worldchoircouncil@interkultur.com  

interkultur.com

MAGAZINE – COUNCIL TALK 
THE DIGITAL MAGAZINE WITH DETAILED INFORMATION ABOUT THE WORK OF THE WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL,
ITS MEMBERS AND CURRENT NEWS FROM THE CHORAL WORLD.
Issue 1/2022: Publishing: January 31, 2022 
Issue 2/2022: Publishing: August 31, 2022 (Closing date for articles: June 30, 2022)

REGIONAL MEETINGS 
DISCUSSION ROUNDS WITH THE WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL MEMBERS 
YOUR REGION ON CURRENT TOPICS
EXCHANGE EXPERIENCE AND INFORMATION.
First Meeting:  
March 30, 2022 – Meeting Asia/Pacific/Middle East & North/Central/South America 
March 31, 2022 – Meeting Africa/Europe
Second Meeting:  
November 16, 2022 – Meeting Asia/Pacific/Middle East & North/Central/South America 
November 17, 2022 – Meeting Africa/Europe
All participants are encouraged to attend all three meetings.  
There is no restriction of participants to the associated meeting.

WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL – GENERAL CONFERENCE
THE WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL GENERAL CONFERENCE AT  
THE WORLD CHOIR GAMES 2022 IN GANGNEUNG, REPUBLIC OF KOREA
JULY 8 & 9, 2022

MUSICA MUNDI ACADEMY SPECIAL

HELLO COUNCIL – CHINA | REPUBLIC OF KOREA | PACIFIC
VIRTUAL LIVE TALKS – CONNECTING THE CHORAL WORLD 
China: January 14, 2022 | May 27, 2022 | August 26, 2022 | November 11, 2022 
Republic of Korea: April 6, 2022 | October 12, 2022 
Pacific: December 9, 2022

VIDEO PROJECT
Informative and interesting video projects from  
the choral scene.  
On the 15th of each month we publish a new video.

CONDUCTORS TALK
Talk with different choral personalities,  
about their choir life and their career.
Publication: 	February 23, 2022 | May 23, 2022 | 
August 23, 2022 | November 2, 2022
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WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL  
PROJECTS 2022

DISCUSSIONS AND EXCHANGE -  
ESTABLISHED AND NEW PROJECTS IN 2022

WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL GENERAL CONFERENCE –  
2022 IN GANGNEUNG, REPUBLIC OF KOREA

The next edition of the General Conference will be held in Gangneung 
(Republic of Korea) on July 8 & 9,2022 - less than a year after the last 
edition in Flanders. We hope that we will then be able to present and offer 
you a complete congress of the World Choir Council in Gangneung, with 
seminars, a concert and many networking opportunities in addition to the 
General Conference. You can already look forward to the Congress of the 
World Choir Council 2022 during the World Choir Games 2022.

WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL REGIONAL MEETINGS

The Regional Meetings will take place again in 2022. The Council will 
again meet virtually for this purpose.

In 2022, there will be a total of 2 Regional Meetings - 1 meeting per region 
- and all Council members are explicitly invited to attend the other two 
meetings (which are not part of your region). 

The focus of these regional meetings will be on the exchange and 
discussion of current, past and future topics. 

The next (Virtual) Regional Meetings will be held in March and November 
2022.

DIGITAL MAGAZINE – COUNCIL TALK

The digital magazine COUNCIL TALK - a magazine with detailed information 
about the work of the World Choir Council, its members and current news 
from the world of choirs - is entering its second year. New interesting 
articles, interviews and a lot of new information are ready for you.

It will be published twice a year, in January and August, and it is open 
forall members for contributions.
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MUSICA MUNDI ACADEMY SPECIAL

HELLO COUNCIL

CHINA: Hello Council China 2022 consists of 4 themed episodes. The 
audience will get the chance to meet world renowned choral experts 
online. Choral Conductors vs Artistic Directors vs Project Directors vs 
Choral Lovers. We expect sparkles between our audiences and the expert, 
opportunity to communicate. Cherish the love for choral music and adapt 
to the new ways of learning and improving. 

REPUBLIC OF KOREA: Hello Council Republic of Korea will be a spin-off 
of the successful Hello Council series. More information will follow.

PACIFIC: In preparation for the 2024 World Choir Games in New Zealand, 
the second installment of the successful Hello Council series, “Hello 
Council Pacific”, will take place in late 2022. In the course of the year, we 
will give you more new and exciting information about this.

WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL – VIDEO PROJECT	

In the World Choir Council Video Project, members have the opportunity 
to highlight topics that are important to them and to share their 
expertise. Current research results in choral art, the latest techniques 
and educational methods are the focus of this project, which is being 
implemented by members for members and also for the choral world.

WORLD CHOIR COUNCIL – CONDUCTORS TALK

In the Conductors Talk different choral personalities come together and 
talk about their choir life, their career as well as the most important 
stations and steps in their career. In addition, important current issues 
will be discussed.

The first conductors Talk was published at the beginning of September 
2021, with Dr. Maria-Emma Meligopoulou and Steen Lindholm as guests. 
The conductors talk will be published every three months.
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SING FOR GOLD
THE WORLD CHORAL CUP     

Calella & Barcelona, Catalonia (Spain)
May 14-22, 2022

interkultur.com/calella2022
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NEW ZEALAND

JULY 2024

WCG2024.COM

SING FOR GOLD
THE WORLD CHORAL CUP     

Calella & Barcelona, Catalonia (Spain)
May 14-22, 2022
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