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GREETING

Dear friends of the Choral-Olympic idea!

For more than 20 years the world of choirs has been coming together for the
largest and most successful choir competition in the world, the WORLD CHOIR
GAMES.

“Participation is the highest honor” and “Singing together brings nations
together” - these two slogans, which unite the international choral community
in a peaceful competition, spread our Choral-Olympic idea from continent to
continent and from country to country.

It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 12" World Choir Games in 2023 in
Gangneung, in the province of Gangwon-do, in the Republic of Korea!

Korea has a long tradition in choral music and was one of the first countries

to host the World Choir Games almost 20 years ago. And in 2023, this

wonderful country will once again welcome the choirs of the world to its shores. What more suitable place could there be for
this major international event than the Gangwon-do Province, which, as the host of the 2018 Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang,
has gone down in history as the “peace games” due to the joint appearance of North and South Korea. A perfect setting in which
the unifying power of choral music can become an even more significant international symbol of peace.

Peaceful competitions, concerts, award ceremonies, and above all encounters with choirs from all over the world - that is what
the World Choir Games embody.

Welcome back to Korea, welcome to Gangneung!
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Yours,

Gunter Titsch



WELCOME TO KOREA!
WELCOME TO GANGNEUNG!

The city of Gangneung is located in the province of Gangwon-do. The region is a
picturesque holiday destination on the east coast of the Republic of Korea which
recently rose to international prominence when Pyeongchang hosted the 2018
Winter Olympic Games to great success.

The region is thus better prepared for international meetings than ever before.
Having been a popular area for sports enthusiasts already before, Gangwon-
do further expanded and upgraded its infrastructure to accommodate some
50,000 visitors during the Olympic Games. The results include new state-of-the-
art venues, upgraded accommodations, and a more eco-friendly transportation
system. Furthermore, a high speed train service to and from Seoul has made the
region more accessible to visitors. Being located at the coast Gangneung is a major
tourist city in Korea, widely known for Gyeongpodae, Jeongdongjin, Jumunjin, and
Sogeumganag.

Participants can look forward to a fantastic event at a beautiful place with
magnificent mountains, sandy beaches, stretches of untouched nature as well as to
many historical attractions.

Destination







PARTICIPATION OVERVIEW

The artistic concept for the competitions in the World Choir Games is based on experience gained from more than 150
INTERKULTUR international competitions and the previous eleven World Choir Games.

To ensure your participation will be an artistic success, INTERKULTUR team members, together with the local organizing
committee, are available to assist your organization throughout registration and on-site at the Games.

A/ THE COMPETITIONS

The World Choir Games invites all non-professional choirs of the world to participate. The Games offer fair and realistic
competition conditions to experienced competitive choirs as well as choirs with relatively little international experience.

The World Choir Games offer The Champions Competition and The Open Competition. These two competitions allow choirs the
opportunity to participate at the appropriate level.

Al - The Champions Competition The Champions Competition is for choirs with international competitive experience and/or comparable credentials (see A1 in
the Competition Information booklet).

All - The Open Competition In the spirit of “Participation is the highest honor”, choirs, regardless of their present artistic level of achievement, have the

opportunity to participate in The Open Competition to gather valuable experience in international competition.
A complete description of the competitions can be found in the “Competition Information” booklet.

B / NON-COMPETITIVE EVALUATION

Bl - Evaluation Choirs who choose not to be placed in competition, but seek to be part of the international experience of the Games can
Performance for participate in the non-competitive evaluation activities.
non-competing
choirs Choirs will sing a program of three pieces for a maximum performance time of 15 minutes in front of a panel of international

experts. At the conclusion of the program there will be a brief internal consultation of the panel of choral experts. Finally, the
program will be discussed with the choir in an open and amicable atmosphere.

Performance coaching and recommendations will be given for future participation in international competitions. The choirs
will receive an official certificate of participation.

Participation Overview



BIl - Individual Coaching

Cl - Friendship
Concerts

Cll - Festival Stage Choir
Closing Ceremony, July 13

All participants, whether taking part in the competitions or not, are given the opportunity to participate with their choir in a
session with a noted international choir director.

Choirs interested in making use of this opportunity are required to prepare one piece of choral music. An international
renowned choral music expert will then rehearse the piece with the choir to provide new artistic ideas and impetus. Choirs
not participating in the competition will be presented a certificate and a recommendation for their future participation in
international choral competitions.

In addition to their competitive or non-competitive participation, choirs may perform in a friendship concert with other choirs
in public venues in and around Gangneung.

These free public concerts provide opportunities to choirs to showcase their musical traditions and costumes of their native
land. Choirs, instrumental groups, and dance companies not participating in any other category may also register to only
participate in multiple friendship concerts.

The Closing Ceremony will become a stage for Choral fireworks, as flags of the participating countries are assembled and the
colors of the World Choir Games are handed to the next host city. As part of the Closing Ceremony, a massed choir, especially
put together for this event, soloists and a full symphony orchestra will perform folk songs from all continents, and popular
songs to allow the audience to sing and dance along and conclude the brilliant event.

Choirs who wish to be part of this mass choir, need to register for this activity. These choirs will have to attend compulsory
rehearsal sessions with choirs from around the world. Please note that the artistic committee will have the final say in the

selection of choirs. Choirs will be required to rehearse the music and arrive prepared for the mass choir rehearsals.

The departure for participating choirs will be on July 14, 2023.

D / WORKSHOPS

The World Choir Games will also offer workshops, seminars and open rehearsal sessions. During these workshops, choirs,
conductors, and individuals will be introduced to international choral literature, singing styles, and performance practices.
New choral experiences will be created by mixing with other singers, getting instructions from the workshop leader and
performing in this creative environment might open the eyes and ears of the choristers to new choral experiences.



COMPETITION CATEGORIES - OVERVIEW

PART I (JULY 3-7) / PART Il (JULY 9-13)

Maximum

Max. number

> o . Number of . . L c o W
S Age Number of Singing Time " of pieceswith |5 s £| ©
g Category Name lir‘?}it singers (minutes) compositions accompaniment gg qg) E g
&= a
° oc | cc | oc [ cc | oc | cc =
GENERAL CATEGORIES
1 Young Children’s Choirs, SISJA(A), girls and boys 6-12 [l
2 Children’s Choirs, S(SJA(A), girls and boys 10-16 |
3 Youth Choirs of Equal Voices, 12 - 95 |
S(SJA(A), (girls and boys / ages 12-22) OR T(T) B(B) (ages 14-25) unlimited 2
4 Mixed Youth Choirs SA(T)B, (girls, boys and young men) 10 - 25 I
OR Mixed Boys Choirs (boys and young men) ages 10-25
5 University and College Choirs 18 - 30 Il
6 Vocal Ensembles (mixed and equal voices) min. 4/ |
max. 12
. . min. 13/
7 | Mixed Chamber Choirs max. 36 15 20 4 A 3 no I
8 Mixed Choirs min. 37 |
9 Female Chamber Choirs 18+ min. 13/ Il
max. 30 1
10 Female Choirs min. 31 |
11 Male Chamber Choirs min. 13/ Il
max. 30
12 Male Choirs min. 31 |
13 Mixed Senior Choirs o [l
5h+ unlimited

Senior Choirs of equal voices

Competition Categories - Overview




Maximum

Max. number
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THEMATIC CATEGORIES
15 | Musica Sacra a cappella - - I
: ; : 20 4 4
16 | Musica Sacra with accompaniment 4 3 [l
. . . un- un-
17 | Music of Spirit and Faith 15 limited | limited all . I
18 Musica Contemporanea equal voices I
(contemporary music) o
- - - unlimited 20 all 2
19 Musica Contemporanea mixed voices 4 4 I
(contemporary music)
20 | Jazz [l
_ 15 un- un- all yes
21 | Gospel limited | limited :
22 | Spiritual - - no [l
23 | Pop Ensembles min. 4 / 4 4 |
max. 36 15 3 3
24 | Pop Choirs min. 37 yes I
25 | Scenic Pop / Show Choirs all all I
26 Folklore a cappella o un- un- - - I
: : unlimited . o no
27 | Folklore with accompaniment limited | limited T i I
a a
28 | Scenic Folklore yes I




EVENT CALENDAR

WORLD CHOIR GAMES PART 1 DAY OFF
July 2, 2023 July 3, 2023 July 4, 2023 July 5, 2023 July 6, 2023 July 7, 2023 July 8, 2023
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Arrivals . DIEfET
arrivals or ex

Awards
Ceremony Congress of the
The Champions World Choir

Competition Council
morning

Awards
Opening Ceremony

Ceremony The Open DAY OFF
evening Competition

OFFICIAL EVENTS

evening

Evaluation Performances &
Individual Coachings

THE OPEN COMPETITION
Categories: 2, 3, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 23, 25, 26, 28

Official rehearsals

THE CHAMPIONS COMPETITION
Categories: 2, 3, 6,8, 10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18, 23, 25, 26, 28

Celebration Concerts

COMPETITIONS,
EVALUATIONS & CONCERTS

Friendship Concerts

Workshops & Seminars

Event Calendar




July 9, 2023
Sunday

WORLD CHOIR GAMES PART 2

July 10, 2023
Monday

July 11, 2023
Tuesday

July 12, 2023
Wednesday

tures,
ension of stay

Parade of
Nations

Official rehearsals

Evaluation Performances &
Individual Coachings

THE OPEN COMPETITION

Awards
Ceremony

The Open
Competition
evening

Categories: 1, 4,5,7, 9,11, 13, 16,19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 27

THE CHAMPIONS COMPETITION
Categories: 1, 4,5,7, 9,11, 13, 16,19, 20, 21, 22, 24, 27

as of March 2022

July 13, 2023
Thursday

July 14, 2023
Friday

Awards
Ceremony

The Champions
Competition
morning

Closing
Ceremony

evening

Workshops & Seminars

Departure or later




World Choir Games 2023
Gangneung, Republic of Korea

INTERKULTUR Jwortdcho
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INTERKULTUR

Early Bird deadline: September 14, 2022
Registration deadline: December 7, 2022

wcg2023.com




